
 

Becoming a plastic clever school 

 

Stage 2 Raising Awareness 

In 2018 year 8 students were the first to study a topic in Geography which 

included plastic pollution in the oceans. The Green Team was founded by 

students who wanted to take action. Since then school wide efforts have been 

made to raise awareness of the issues linked to plastic waste. 

STEP 1/3: INFORM AND FEEDBACK 

Geography Curriculum 

Since 2018 the Geography department has continued to embed the issue of 

plastic waste into the curriculum in years 7, 8 and 9. 

Year 7 – Follow the journey of the Exxpedition 

around the world as they endeavour to monitor 

plastic in our oceans as part of a celebration of 

female exploration and making a difference. 

https://exxpedition.com/  

Year 8 – Study a topic of water and people. This includes lessons on ocean 

plastic. They watch the BBC documentary on ocean plastic and then create a 

reduced plastic/plastic free shopping list from their own research and posters 

explaining the impacts of plastic on the oceans. 

http://www.documentarymania.com/player.php?title=Drowning%20in%20Plastic 

 

https://exxpedition.com/
http://www.documentarymania.com/player.php?title=Drowning%20in%20Plastic


Year 9 – Have just studied a 

new topic on sustainable 

fashion and the impacts of 

plastic and synthetic material. 

The department is in the 

process of developing a 

research and design 

assignment for year 9 this 

term. 
 

Green week 

In October 2019 and October 2020 the 

Green Team have hosted two ‘Green 

weeks’. These included assemblies 

raising awareness of environmental 

issues such as single use plastics. In 

2019 some of the money (£292.94) 

raised by having a non-school uniform 

day went to a local branch of surfers 

against sewage. The team also hosted a 

guest speaker from the charity at the 

end of the week. 

 

Posters and displays 

Since the foundation of the Green 

Team the students have 

maintained a diligent effort to 

produce posters and displays 

around the school raising 

awareness of plastic waste issues. 

Their main display includes 

photographs taken by team 

members who have been out on 

litter surveys. 



Other posters selected and created by students are 

in every corridor and classroom around the school, 

such as the one here explaining the life cycle of 

plastic waste and suggestions for how we can reduce 

our need of single use plastic. 
 

MYC Conference 

In October 2019 some 

students attended the Medway 

Youth conference. Although 

the focus was on Climate 

change there were elements of 

the conference which 

highlighted the danger of 

plastic waste. Participants were 

given a reusable straw in order 

to demonstrate how simple we can reduce single use plastic. 
 

STEP 2: AUDIT 

One of the first plastic 

products which the Green 

Team discussed and looked 

into was the use of 

polystyrene and plastic cups. 

At any given parents’ evening 

up to 180 students/parents 

could attend the school and 

potentially use a single use 

cup. The numbers indicated a 

potential use of several thousand cups per year. 
 

Another area discussed by the Green Team was the use of plastic in the school 

canteen (Lime Lounge). Approximately half of students had school dinners and 

used plastic cutlery. 
Students per day Students per week (x5) Students per year (X40) 

425 2125 85000 
 

Event Number of students 

Year 7 parents’ evening 180 

Year 8 parents’ evening 180 
Year 9 parents’ evening 130 
Year 10 parents’ evening 130 
Year 11 parents’ evening 100 
Year 12 parents’ evening 100 
Year 13 parents’ evening 100 

Total 920 

Year 7 open days 500+ 

GCSE options evening 130+ 

6th form open evening 200+ 

Overall Total 1750+ 



Other students bought and brought in sandwiches which came in packaging that 

contained single use plastic. 
 

Lastly the Green Team discussed how more students should be encouraged to 

use a reusable water bottle as opposed to single use plastic bottles. These 

could then be refilled at water stations around the school, which already 

existed. In total the school has over 850 students and this would lead to a 

significant decrease in single use plastic. 
 

STEP 3: FEEDBACK  
 

Whole school survey 

As part of the Green Team’s efforts a whole school survey was conducted at 

the start of this year to assess how aware students were of environmental 

issues which included plastic waste and how aware they are of the strategies 

already in place. 

  

Feedback was sustained through ongoing ‘Green weeks’, assemblies, posters and 

displays as outlined above. As this has been an ongoing process the sequence of 

initiatives has not followed the outline as per the kids against plastic website. 


